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Efforts to control the spread of Maize Lethal 
Necrosis, a devastating disease that appeared 
in eastern Africa in 2011 and is considered the 
worst threat in decades, are pulling together 
national, regional and international partners 
to deploy resistant varieties, spread improved 
farming practices for disease control, and 
create a “community of practice” for disease 
diagnosis and management. Coordinated by 
CIMMYT, the rapid response of these partners 
has resulted in:
 
Learn more at: 
MLN pathogen diagnosis, MLN-free seed 
production and safe exchange to non-endemic 
countries http://on.cgiar.org/MLNFreeSeed
Video: Fight against Maize Lethal Necrosis 
(MLN) http://on.cgiar.org/FightMLN
FIGHTING MAIZE 
LETHAL NECROSIS
Leading collective action
SOURCE: XOCHIQUETZAL FONSECA/CIMMYT 
Five MLN-tolerant hybrids released in Kenya, 
Tanzania, and Uganda and whose seed is being 
multiplied and marketed by local companies.
15 MLN-resistant improved maize hybrids under 
national performance trials in eastern Africa.
DNA markers being used to introduce resistance 
into 35 widely-used but susceptible CIMMYT 
maize lines.
A major facility established by CIMMYT and 
the Kenya Agriculture and Livestock Research 
Organization (KALRO) to screen breeding lines 
and populations for MLN resistance.
CGIAR Exhibition Boards ART (Revised August).indd   5 8/17/16   3:51 PM
